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                    LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

ETHOS & VALUES
Ethos

‘The next day is a new day and a new start’

We are committed to providing opportunity for every individual to maximise their own potential in a nurturing, safe and caring environment. We believe that it is important that the physical environment is maintained and improved to provide a learning environment which is clean, safe, suited to purpose. All members of the school community are encouraged to help sustain a positive atmosphere, underpinned by courtesy and mutual respect.  
Positive relationships are key to enabling students to discover and acknowledge their personal attributes.  Through a range of curricular and extra-curricular activities, learning experiences are provided that nurture and interest students.  Newly acquired skills are central to developing our student’s confidence and self-belief.

As educators we have a firm commitment to do our utmost to make individual students feel worthwhile and confident, thereby improving their quality and expectations of life.  We make full, efficient and effective use of all our skills and resources to deliver learning, care and support of the highest standard.  Within the school the quality of teaching and learning is always a priority for development.  Through this commitment we are able to provide effective personalised learning experiences, intervention and support, delivered flexibly to small class groups.  This enables our students to gradually improve their performance, and to progress socially and emotionally. 
We aim to:

· Enable students to feel happy and comfortable in school and to feel welcome; 

· Enable students to reach their full potential and learn to recognise and celebrate success; 

· Value and praise our student’s achievements; 

· Encourage students to develop curiosity and independence in learning and a desire to learn; 

· Enable students to be open minded when faced with new experiences and challenges; 

· Enable students to develop a sense of respect and responsibility towards others, their    community and their environment; 

· Ensure that the student’s education involves a high degree of organisation and planning in order for there to be differentiation, continuity and progression and access for all; 

· Ensure that students know what they are doing, why they are doing it and have some idea of how to develop it; 

· Develop good relationships which support the welfare, moral and social education of all students; 

· Socialise our students and monitor their behaviour according to our behaviour management policy. 

· Provide support and opportunities to enable students to leave school with the necessary qualifications, which will lead them to a happy and fulfilled adult life.

We challenge discrimination at all levels and positively seek equality of opportunity for all.  Effective working and engagement with parents / carers, local authorities and other agencies to support our students is fundamental in achieving our goals. 

VALUES
The success of our school is underpinned by a set of core values that ensures mutual respect in an environment where all individuals are valued and where students develop increasing independence.
Our aims are reflected in the following values for... 
Our students 

Every student will be treated as an individual and will be encouraged to develop as a confident independent learner. They will be provided with opportunities to experience success, and will be stretched through appropriate challenge within a supportive setting, equipping them with the necessary skills for life. 

Our community 

Students and members of staff contribute to the community within and beyond the school. Accountability is important and all are encouraged to participate. 

Our parents / carers 

We encourage partnership between home and school to ensure that every student feels supported both academically and in their transition towards adulthood. We value the contribution that parents and carers make to the life of the school and welcome opportunities to develop this further. 

The wider world 

In this rapidly changing world, we aim to equip our students with the skills necessary to adapt and develop as individuals.  
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